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Foreword

Dr. Abdullah Jamader Hasan
Principal

A human being may be considered as the most powerful living super computer.
Whenever any new thing, discovery or invention is made with the efforts of a person, that is
indeed very wonderful, but that person as a human being is the most wonderful creation on
the planet. Just think how a human being in conscious moments runs the process of thinking,
speaking and behaving. He/She uses words, phrases, expressions, i.e. elements of language
to communicate his/her thoughts, feelings, ideas, experiences and knowledge to someone or
others about particular things, persons and events. Through sense organs a person comes in
contact with things, objects or facts of the world or gets the stimulus of the external world.
The stimulation conducted to brain by the afferent or incoming nerves and a simple
psychical phenomenon is created in mind. This phenomenon is unexplained consciousness
ofunspecific thing. This internal process being done inside the mind of a person is not simply
mechanical, but a very very complex one befitting the conditions of the moment when
stimulus is created in the space related time sector. Mind is thus a super software which no
human intellect with its capacity can make artificially for production, processing, storing
and management of thoughts. Then, what can be more beautiful and valuable than the mind
itself?

The basic structure of human thought does never in its reality display itself on the
surface of language. We are to understand that structure of human thinking through the use of
human language. But, when, every human being is so much conscious about his/her mind, no
one can write the valid address of ones mind or trace its place of existence. No one can even
see ones own mind; even it is beyond the scope of ones imagination. Still the central core of
the human thinking as was possessed by the forefather of our humankind is remaining same
through generations from the time immemorial or from the time of creation of the first
human pair on earth.

The aspect of the basic structure of thought could be better understood through the
actual use of words, irrespective of the differences of letters, forms of letters, formation
patterns of words, styles and pronunciation of them. Language, it is not important what it is,
e.g. Bengali or Hindi or English or Sanskrit or French etc, is just a medium of
communication about things or beings of the world and describe something about them.
“Water,” “Jaal”, “Pani” whatever element of language we may use, the thing of the world
which is meant by it or denoted by it remains same liquid object in the same nature anywhere
in the world as an object. Here in our example words are many in number, but the object is



one. Thus all the languages of the world perform one great function as one single tool or
instrument. It is the uniformity of languages.

A child starts to speak in the language of his/her parents. This practice of speaking
has ever been both natural and universal. But how many new words does a man or woman
in ones lifetime add to the language they get learned as their first language? It's a matter of
fact that most of the people throughout their life only use the words, expressions,
sentences which had been used by their earlier predecessors without making any new use
of words or without making any suggestion for use of a single new word. Of course, some
features of language became obsolete; and certainly like a river, it changes; but that is the
change of some words, expression or addition or corrigendum of them to the old
structure, including the style of using language. If some new words are used, for example,
“gherao”, then those words through usage are incorporated into the body of the existing
natural language which one calls ones parents' language.

The external world, with all its changing colours, shapes, and objects and with all its
actual and revisionary pictures, determines the thinking processes. The pictures of our
world, then, as reflected in natural languages determine the basic structure of thought of
human beings. One magnificent aspect of human thinking, we may cite here, as expressed
in the Vedas in Sanskrit language is, “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” — which means “The
world is one family.” Katharine Thornton, a Christian by faith and a NASA astronaut
when launched into space for the first time, she said, “I did see ... A living, breathing
powerful earth that we call our home.” In “Kuran”- it is said, “Kanannasu ummatan
wahidatan.” The meaning of this Arabic statement is “Mankind is one single nation.”
That is, the basic structure of thought is same and one, because the central core of human
thinking always remains the same and the thoughts are thoughts of the humans on earth.

We do think about the same basic things of the world — light, darkness, air, soil,
water, sky, river, seas, oceans, trees, plants, insects, forest, nature, animals and about
human beings. We think about same thing in different ways; we do also think in the same
fashion as our ancestors did. The path of knowledge one cannot therefore say is always
new and straight; it is, rather, circular. Nothing is completely new and nothing remains for
ever as an unchanged entity. As human beings we are accustomed to this culture or habit
of thinking. And it is seen that from this mode of thinking new direction of thought comes
into existence. Horizon of knowledge thus is expanded. Human civilization through this
course of advancement of human thinking keeps going ahead. It does not matter whether
one is conscious about this process or not. Our human ideas, knowledge and thinking are
thus governed by the structure of our thought for representing our being as it is as human
being and the universe as it is or as itappears. This is all about “Bhabachakra”—“A cycle
ofideas.”



On Descriptive Metaphysics
— Dr. Abdullah Jamader Hasan

In Individuals : An Essay in Descriptive Metaphysics (1959) Peter Frederick Strawson
has highlighted the main features of metaphysics by the discovery of the general structure
of human thought, i.e. by locating the concept in his scheme which falls in line with our
actual human conceptual framework. This breakthrough approach he develops by the
application of the method of analysis of ordinary language into which every artificial
language may be translated and tries to offer some directions of thinking to solve the age-
old problems of metaphysics and philosophy.

None perhaps prior to Strawson has said so clearly that the actual runway for
philosophy is the general structure of our human thought. This implies that metaphysics
must be primarily descriptive. He says : 'Descriptive metaphysics is content to describe the
actual structure of our thought about the world.'

Strawson, however, broadly distinguishes metaphysics into two types : descriptive and
revisionary. According to him, Aristotle and Kant are descriptive metaphysicians because
there is defensible tone of descriptive metaphysics in the works of these great predecessors.
Even for this same reason Hume may appear under this class. It is clear enough from this
view of Strawson that the traditional metaphysics is predominantly revisionary. He says
that revisionary metaphysics has been concerned with generating a structure different from
the one we actually have. The revisionary metaphysicians, for example, Plato, Descartes,
and Leibniz on their way to revise the actual picture of our world, eventually have founded
their metaphysical systems on apriori principles.

Although Strawson is the champion of descriptive metaphysics, yet his emergence into
this realm of philosophy marks a new phase in virtue of his novel outlook. He says, "The
productions of revisionary metaphysics remain permanently interesting and not only as key
episodes in the history of thought. Because of their articulation, and the intensity of their
partial vision, the best of them are both intrinsically admirable and of enduring
philosophical utility.’2 Strawson's intention has been very clearly reflected in these lines
that unlike others he is not interested in assaulting the metaphysicians. He thinks that it is
futile to quarrel with the revisionary metaphysicians because 'Revisionary metaphysics is
at the service of descriptive metaphysics.'3 It is his view that had there been no descriptive
metaphysics, revisionary metaphysics would not have been possible. Revision
presupposes description.

1. Individuals, Methuen & Co. Ltd., London, 1969, p.9.
2. Ibid., p.9
3. Ibid., p.9



It might be said that the traditional philosophers have failed to unearth the human
conceptual scheme or its fundamental features. But revealing the most general feature of
human conceptual structure Strawson says that as the central core of human thinking
always remains basically the same, so our conceptual structure also remains unchanged. He
writes : "... there is a massive central core of human thinking which has no history or none
recorded in histories of thought; there are categories and concepts which, in their most
fundamental character, change not at all. Obviously these are not the specialities of the most
refined thinking. They are the commonplaces of the least refined thinking; and are yet the
indispensable core of the conceptual equipment of the most sophisticated human beings. It
i1s with these, their interconnexions, and the structure that they form, that a descriptive
metaphysics will be primarily concerned.’

We know from the history of philosophy that ever since the very launching of
metaphysics, it has sharply been brought under fire. In the Post-Aristotelian age sceptics
threw doubts to the possibility of epistemology and metaphysics. Even Plato had had the
experience of being criticized by the Pythagoreans- e.g. Simmias-who said that the theory
of the immortality of the self appeared to be unacceptable on his account. The modern
assault on metaphysics by the philosophers belonging to different camps may be marked by
their concern with systematic knowledge. But although behind the purpose of liquidating
metaphysics various interests work at various times in accordance with the intellectual
temperament of the age, still all these attempts are same at least in one respect of their anti-
metaphysical tunning. viz. to doubt the possibility of metaphysics as the most abstract part
of philosophy. Maintaining however a completely different line of argument, Strawson
says that metaphysics being the point of take- off, philosophy can not be assaulted upon in
the ways itactually had been. Following his method to bifurcate descriptive and revisionary
metaphysics, it could be said that the different approaches of the anti-metaphysicians have
been ill-directed towards a discipline which has two aspects, one is descriptive, the other is
revisionary. The objections which stand against the revisionary aspect are not at all worthy
of standing against the descriptive metaphysics. The anti-metaphysicians failed to have
marked that as a broad heading metaphysics also has a descriptive branch which is
primarily concerned with the programme of revealing the structural and general features of
our spatio - temporal conceptual framework. It is equally true that before Strawson no
metaphysicians have identified the two aspects of metapysics. As the necessary
consequence of this failure the concerned metaphysical systems have been self-defeating.
This failure too got certainly the critics' attention to get gone inside the heart of the pyramid
of metaphysics and declared that there is nothing but the finely designed mummy of the

4. Tbid., p.10



metaphysicians' transexperiential sophisticated dead thought. Some of the anti-
metaphysicians were so encouraged and inspired by this result that they attempted to climb
the peak of the said pyramid with the hammer of the verification principle in their hands to
knock and throw away step by step all the elements out of which the structure was built up.

Perhaps Adam would have seen an apple falling on the ground with his firm conviction
that it's the will of God. Before Newton also people saw the same phenomenon. But it was
only Newton who thought it deeply and ultimately discovered the law of gravitation as its
cause, and also with that discover, he makes a way enter the mysteries of the nature to
observe and explain them systematically. Strawson's discovery of the actual conceptual
structure also seems to be an epoch-making event in the history of philosophy. This
discovery may be compared to Newton's discovery of the gravitational force.

Kant through his discovery of the so-called human mechanism of theoretical
knowledge attempted to reconcile between the two opposite groups of empiricists and
rationalists. A.N. Whitehead told the traditional metaphysicians to come to a compromise
with the actual picture of the world as recorded in our common sense. But Strawson's
observation i1s quite different owing to his discovery of our conceptual system or
framework. This conceptual system consists in 'the essential structure of ordinary language
- that 1s, of language in its presently established uses. It is the dependably functioning
medium-of communication between people - their way of talking to each other about the
objects in their world that can be publicly identified and reidentified".” Strawson says that
in terms of our conceptual scheme we think about particular things. Descriptive
metaphysics accordingly is concerned with things of the world as they are which are
revealed in our ordinary language through the way of communication. Revisionary
metaphysics, on the other hand, always aims at offering a better structure which is other
than the conceptual structure. Thus having noted the basic difference between the
metaphysical description of what it is and the revisionary prescription of what it should be, I
think, Strawson has thought that it is needless to make the two distinguished branches
consistent with each other. It seems that by going this way he has done two important jobs.
First, he tries to settle the age-old philosophical quarrel between the metaphysicians and the
anti-metaphysicians. Second, he did not condemn the revisionary metaphysics. He
however says that we do not need to follow the revisionary metaphysicians who in the
process of revising the actual structure of thought go into the world of fantasy. For
Strawson, a revisionary metaphysician can fantasize situations beyond the bounds of our
sense, but he can do that 'only because there is another kind of metaphysics which needs no

5. E.A.Burtt, "Descriptive Metaphysics", Mind, Vol. LXXII 1963, p.29.
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justification at all beyond that of inquiry in general",GAbird canleaveitsnestto fly in the
sky but it can not help coming back to its nest which is really a shelter for it and its actual
existence. It would be a fantasizing if one entertains the belief that though the bird is
there in the nest, still there is no actual nest. A revisionary metaphysician can not but
accept our actual structure of thought about the world, though depending upon his
intellectual wings he can leave this spatio - temporal framework for his ideal world.

The novelty of Strawson's approach is the method of his analysis and description of
the actual use of ordinary language. His descriptive metaphysics is, of course, different
from philosophical, or logical or conceptual analysis. He takes the guidance of analysis
of language to reveal the very structure of our conceptual scheme. Sceptics here may say
that there is no need of any descriptive metaphysics, since the job it intends to do has
already been done by analytic philosophy. Certainly the task of analytic philosophy is to
analyze and clarify the basic units of language. Descriptive metaphysics too lays
emphasis upon this method of analysis; hence, it is just like the analytic philosophy in
kind of intention. But in scope and generality descriptive metaphysics is fundamentally
different from it. The aim of descriptive metaphysics is 'to lay bare the most general
features of our conceptual structure”” which is not the function of analytic philosophy.
Strawson says : 'Up to a point, the reliance upon a close examination of the actual use of
words is the best, and indeed the only sure, way in philosophy. But the discriminations
we can make, and the connexions we can establish, in this way, are not general enough
and not far-reaching enough to meet the full metaphysical demand for understanding.
For when we ask how we use this or that expression, our answers, however revealing ata
certain level, are apt to assume and not to expose, those general elements of structure
which the metaphysician wants revealed. The structure he seeks does not readily display
itself on the surface of language, but lies submerged. He must abandon his only sure
guide when the guide can not take him as far as he wishes to go.'8

Our conceptual scheme gets revealed in our ordinary language. This philosophical
decision of Strawson justifies the reason for his reliance upon the method of analysis of
the basic concepts or meanings of words and expressions of ordinary use. He says,
'Among the kinds of expressions which we, as speakers, use to make references to
particulars are some of which a standard function is, in the circumstances of their use, to
enable a hearer to identify the particular which is being referred to. Expressions of these
kinds include some proper names, some pronouns, some descriptive phrases beginning

6. Individuals, p.9
7. Ibid., p.9
8. Ibid pp. 9-10



with the definite article, and expressions compounded of these.”” Strawson here also
spells out that the nature of his scheme could be better understood if the key concept of
identification is understood. An expression which is used to refer to some particular has
been called by him an 'identifying reference’. According to him, it is not merely a fact of
accident that we simply make an identifying reference to a certain particular to help our
hearer only identify that; he rather says,'...it should be possible to identify particulars of a
given type seems a necessary condition of the inclusion of that type in our ontology'10
Opposing the principle of verification of the logical positivists, Strawson employs the
principle of identification to determine if something referred to by an expression is an
actual particular thing of the world. His ontology therefore keeps no room for any type of
non-existent particulars; it comprises only objective particulars which can be
demonstratively or non-demonstratively identified and re-identified.

In the case of demonstrative identification both the speaker and the hearer can
directly identify a particular thing sensibly discriminating that from other particular
things. In the case of non-demonstrative identification a particular thing can not be
directly identified by using demonstrative 'this', or 'that’, because the particular to be
identified can not be directly located in a range of the particulars which are sensibly
present. But for Strawson it is not a serious concern at all. He says : 'For even though the
particular in question can not itself be demonstratively identified, it may be identified by a
description which relates it uniquely to another particular which can be demonstratively
identified. The question, what sector of the universe it occupies, may be answered by
relating that sector uniquely to the sector which speaker and hearer themselves currently
occupy.'11 This sense of non-demonstrative identification is very vital for Strawson's
descriptive metaphysics.

The possibility of successful non-demonstrative identification of particulars
indicates that even demonstrative elements are involved in all types of identifying
descriptions; and that there is 'the system of spatial and temporal relations, in which every
particular is uniquely related to every other. " In fact the principle of identification shows
that the system of spatial and temporal relations is our conceptual system. Strawson's
world of particular things therefore is a unified spatio-temporal world of identifiable
particular things. Kant has made a distinction between what there is and what is given. His
world of things-in-thcmselves were more real than the world of appearance. But,

9. Ibid., p.16
10. Ibid., p.16
11. Tbid p.21
12. Tbid p.22



according to Strawson. we identify a particular thing as exactly as it is in our single
spatio-temporal world. A reality is that which has empirical ground, i.e. which is
identifiable in a spatio-temporal framework. In this sense Strawson's descriptive
metaphysics is a study of the fundamental or reality that exists. And also in this sense he
is justified in opposing Locke's ideas and Kant's pure form of sensibility. If objects are
given to us by means of Locke's ideas or Kant's pure form of sensibility; we must fail to
know the actual nature of objects.

Another fundamental aspect of Strawson's approach of descriptive metaphysics
which he develops by the application of the method of analysis of language, marks anew
direction of thinking that grammar and logic really beget ontology. When we use a
subject - predicate form of sentence, the subject term of such sentence is made to use to
refer to a particular entity which exists. Strawson states, 'Nothing could be more
fundamental in speech or thought than the operation of picking out some individual item
- referring to it by name or description perhaps - and saying, or thinking, something
about it - predicating something of it." He says that spatio-temporal particular things,
for example, material bodies and persons are subjects of predication and whatever is
thought or said about the subjects is its general property or universal. Universals may
also fill the role of a subject but particulars, the objects of reference can never perform
the role of a predicate, Strawson remarks, 'universals - general or abstract things - may
and do figure as objects of reference, subjects of predication, as well as particulars or
spatio - temporal things; though particulars can never fill the predicate - role."* In our
ordinary use of words and expressions of everyday language we make the connection
between an expression or word and an object of reference, an entity that exists. We make
the ontological and grammatical or logical connection between subjects and particulars
and between predicates and universals. Thus the grammatical and logical distinction
between subject and predicate presupposes the ontological distinction between
particular and universal.

It might be said that the story of the distinction between subject and predicate, of
particular and universal is nothing new. Of course the story is not new but certainly
Strawson's argument to explain the concept of universal is something which is relatively
new. Plato regarded universal to stand for the essence, the real thing which exists apart
from the particulars, Aristotle explained it as an abstract entity though, according to
him, it is inseparable from the particulars. Locke said that a universal is 'abstract general

13. P.F. Strawson, “My Philosophy” in P.K.Sen and R.R.Verma (eds), The Philosophy of P.F.Strawson,
ICPR, New Delhi, 1995, p.3
14. Ibid., p.4



idea". Hegel thought that same thing can be both universal and particular or concrete,
and this way he virtually opposed the logical distinction between particular and
universal. According to Hegel's absolute idealism the only real thing is the absolute
1dea; and it is Mind of which the finite minds are parts. Then in one sense the finite minds
are particulars or concretes, and in other sense the real thing, the Mind is universal. Thus
we can say that in the Hegelian sense there is no conflict between the two ideas of
particular and universal.

Strawson has explained the classical concept of universal in the background of his
descriptive metaphysics. According to him, universals are neither the real things nor the
abstract entities. He says that 'universal' is a general word we use to classify particular
things according to their similarities. Therefore, the philosophers who think that
universal is not the principle of classification of particular things but is merely general
or abstract idea standing for something real or abstract entity, they mistakenly think the
principle itselfas areal thing or abstract entity.

Certainly Strawson's concern with reference and predication has been the central
concern in his scheme of descriptive metaphysics. He says. "And this preoccupation of
mine, with reference and predication and their objects, has indeed run through much of
my writing, from the early (1950) article ‘on Referring’ through many subsequent
articles (including some of the latest).'15 In the article 'On Referring' Strawson employed
the method of linguistic analysis to show the general structural aspect of our ordinary
language, and this helped him proceed from the grammatical analysis of a sentence into
subject - and predicate -expression to the category analysis of subject and predicate.
According to him. 'what at bottom sustains or underlies the formal distinction of terms in
the fundamental combination is the ontological or metaphysical distinction between
spatio - temporal particulars on the one hand and general concepts or universals on the
other."® We know that Russell develops a method of analysis to explain the meaningful
falsity of sentences containing descriptive phrases, and champions the view that only
logically proper names denote objects. But Strawson says that this view ignores the way
our ordinary language is made to use. He writes : 'We very commonly use expressions of
certain kinds to mention or refer to some individual person or single object or particular
event or place or process, in the course of doing what we should normally describe as
making a statement about that person, object, place, event, or process. I shall call this
way of'using expressions the "uniquely referring use". The classes of expressions which

15. Ibid., pp.1-2
16. Ibid., p.9



arc most commonly used in this way are : singular demonstrative pronouns ("this" and
"that"); proper names (e.g."Venice". "Napoleon", "John"); singular personal and
impersonal pronouns ("he", "she", "I", "you"."it"); and phrases beginning with the definite
article followed by a noun, qualified or unqualified, in the singular (e.g."the table", "the
old man", "the king of France”)'.17 Strawson, therefore, holds that any of these expressions
we can use as subject in our ordinary subject - predicate sentence to refer or mention to

some particular object or thing.

Russell's analysis shows that a sentence may be false but meaningful. But Strawson
points out that a sentence can not be true or false. On occasions when a sentence is used by
some person to make an assertion, then that assertion becomes true or false. In other words,
the use of a sentence or proposition may be true or false. Strawson says that Russell fails to
have distinguished between (1) a sentence, (2) ause of a sentence, and (3) an utterance ofa
sentence. This distinction is important in the sense that we should not think that a sentence
1s about its particular subject say. a particular person, or thing or event, for the same
sentence we use on different occasions for the purpose of talking about different persons,
or things, or events.

Russell holds that the meaning of a logical subject or proper name is the particular
designated object, i.e. he thought that the meaning is mentioning or referring. Strawson
states that the source of Russell's mistake is his failure to distinguish between an
expression, a use of an expression, and an utterance of an expression. It is Russell's
mistake because he confused meaning of an expression with the object which this
expression is used to refer to. Strawson, therefore, rightly says : 'People use expressions to
refer to particular things. But the meaning of an expression is not the set of things or the
single thing it may correctly be used to refer to : the meaning is the set of rules, habits,
conventions for its use in referring’.18 For Strawson the function of an expression or
sentence is the meaning of that expression or sentence; the function of the use of an
expression or sentence is truth or falsity, referring or mentioning. Thus the meaning of an
expression is not the object it refers to, but the rules, habits, and conventions which govern
the general direction for its use. And if meaning is not mentioning, then an expression may
be meaningful even ifit has no referent. The meaning of an expression is determined by the
general direction for its use.

Russell states that logical subject must designate object. But in the Strawsonian
sense it can not be stated that an expression refers to or mentions something. To say that an

17. P.F.Strawson, “On Referrring”, in R.R.Ammerman(ed), Classics of Analytic Philosophy,
Tata McGraw-Hill Publishing Company Ltd., Bombay-New Delhi, 1965, p.315
18. Ibid., p.322
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expression refers to an object is to support the view that a sentence is true or false. In
fact an expression, according to Strawson, by itself can not mention or refer to
something, only in a particular context someone can use an expression to mention or to
refer to something. Here Strawson's method of ordinary language analysis is sufficient
enough to state that the question of the meaning of expressions or sentences is
independent of the question of mentioning or referring. And, so, the concerned
problems of philosophers are pseudo - philosophical problems; these problems are
caused by mishandling of ordinary language. Even, some real philosophical problems
are due to misuse of ordinary language. Strawson remarks : 'l can quite well say that
there are real philosophical problems, and still add that they result, usually if not
always, from a misunderstanding, from a mishandling of ordinary language. And I can
say that they are not dissolved, but rather are correctly solved, by appealing to a more
rigorous analysis of usage. Thus I can manifest a decent respect for ordinary language,
while also trying to resolve philosophical problems (treated as quite genuine
problems) through analytic methods’ P

Strawson's analysis of the basic structure of ordinary language shows the
following features of it.

1. The semantic aspect of language is determined by the set of rule's, habits and
conventions.

2. As amedium of communication the ordinary language is used in the speaker -
hearer context.

3. Some expressions of the ordinary language, e.g. proper names, pronouns,
descriptive phrases, etc., we as speakers use to make identifying references to
particular things, persons, and events to enable our hearers to identify the particulars
which are thus referred to.

4. We not only make identifying references to particular things, but we think or
say something about those particular things. Strawson says, “One of the main purposes
for which we use language is the purpose of stating facts about things and persons and
events, if we want to fulfil this purpose, we must have some way of forestalling the
question, "What (who, which one) are you talking about ?" as well as the question,
"what are you saying about it (him, her) ?" The task of forestalling the first question is
the referring (or identifying) task. The task of forestalling the second is the attributive
(ordescriptive or classificatory or ascriptive) task. 20

19. “Discussion of Strawson’s “Analysis, Science and Metaphysics” in R.Rorty (ed),
The Linguistic Turn, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago and London, 1968, pp-328-329
20. “On Referring”, Op.cit., pp.327-328
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5. Whatwe say ofone particular thing of a certain class, could also be said of other
things of that class, and thus what we say of each and every particular member of a class is
the general feature of that class; this general feature, then is the principle in terms of which
we say that this particular thing is the member of this class. This general feature or the
principle is what Strawson calls universal or general concept or term. He says that 'we
certainly find it indispensable to use general terms to classify natural things according to
their similarities’.” So a general term or universal if we use in the place of subject term of a
sentence it would not refer to any real thing; only it will be used as a 'convenience of
speech' For example, 'courage is a necessary part of true virtue". But Strawson mentions
that although we can use the general or universal, the concept or idea in the subject -
position of a sentence, yet it can be 'confined to its basic predicative role". He says : '...
indeed we can often paraphrase away such apparent reference, putting our general
principle of classification into its proper place as a predicate and no longer as a subject.
Thus instead of saying 'Courage is a necessary part of true virtue', we can say 'No man is
truly virtuous unless he is courageous'. Here the apparent reference to the thing courage
has disappealred.'22 And thus the apparent reference to universals as subjects of
predication, or objects of reference disappears.

6. An expression, for example, 'this' is not identical with its pragmatic and
communicative use in a particular context.

From the foregoing considerations it appears that Strawson employs the method of
analysis to closely examine the actual use of words or expressions of ordinary language
and to expose the actual structure of our thought about the world. He opines that 'the
philosopher's principal task is the understanding of how our thought about things works,
and that we can not find out about these workings except by looking at how we use
words'.” He also believes that it is feasible 'to stick to the scrupulous examination of the
actual behavior of words, and to claim that this is the only sure path in descriptive
philosophy.’ #

21. “My philosophy”, Op.cit., p.11

22. Ibid., p.11

23. “Discussion of Strawson’s “Analysis, Science and Metaphysics”, Op.cit., p.324
24. Ibid., p.319
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Abstract :

The role of a Bengali woman during the Swadeshi era is often criticised for
being passive rather than active. Her contribution to the Swadeshi phase of
nationalism in Bengal is often being condemned as that of a “passive spectator’ yet
‘silent sufferer’. The place of a Bengali woman during the Swadeshi phase of
nationalism is hence to be redefined with full respect for the contribution of her
sacrificing self for the nation .

The role of women in participating the Swadeshi campaign whether ‘active’ by
joining the assemblies held in various parts of Bengal with a solemn vow for
boycotting foreign goods and using Swadeshi ones , or ‘passive’ by encouraging
the Swadeshi campaigners by observing the ‘no cooking’ campaign on the Partition
Day on 16™ October ,1905 or offering their own collectives to the followers of
the Swadeshi was truly significant in promoting a new spirit that had contributed
to the notion that women had a role to play in politics .Moreover, with an
approach of the Bengali women the socio-political endeavour of the Swadeshi had
been found in a variety of fields relating to Swadeshi clothes , languages ,literature
and education . Besides encouraging the male compatriots in waging the struggle
for Boycott and Swadeshi, middle class Bengali women were ready to buy home-
made swadeshi products. They were to attend meetings in different parts of
Bengal for holding the constructionist programme of the Swadeshi. They protested
against being the victims of circumstances in regard to the political as well as
economic interventions inflicted by the powerful foreigners. Over and above all
these, the cultural significance of women’s participation lay however in the literary
expressions that had reflected the larger characteristics of ‘swadeshism’ promoting a
discourse of social constructiveness which was needed at that historical moment
of silent protest .

The keywords : Swadeshi, Nationalism, Active, Boycott, Passive Spectator,
Constructionist Programme,Literary expressions ,Silent Sufferer etc.
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The changing context of the Twentieth Century Bengal was much significant
in providing an earlier attempt at philanthropic activities on the part of the
Bengali women. The liberal issues in the field of social reforms like providing
education , good health and home for women outside and inside the Purdah,
widows , prostitutes and destitute women may however lead us to raise a very
relevant question as to how far can one guarantee the activities of women
outside home to remain apolitical throughout the very journey of the so -called
homely and non-political beings like women to the world of ‘high politics’
which was supposed so far to be the preserve of men only. The social
activities on the part of the Bengali women in the early phase of the
Twentieth Century may appear with a debatable agenda of letting women done
with only domestic affairs without endangering women’s femininity and
modesty in any way . Women’s entry in the domain of the public sphere ,
though opposed to the traditional feminine concept of Twentieth Century India
was to encourage women’s entry into the sphere of work outside home. Going
beyond the feminine trajectory of the inner quarters of personal concern thus
led women to conduct their vocation beyond the household serving to
represent the interests of the race, community and ultimately the nation.

Before the storming participation of women in the nationalist struggle of the
1920s the middle class Bengali women had begun to form their own
collectives and press for their political rights since the years of the Swadeshi
Movement in Bengal (1).Taking oaths to use indigenous products and boycott
foreign goods, breaking their glass bangles and donating money and gold
ornaments to the Swadeshi fund, creating literary expressions to encourage
national regeneration by launching a handful of women’s periodicals and
journals to consciously motivate the Bengali women to the realm of the
Swadeshi Movement elevated women’s position from the social stand to a
political one. The political participation in an age of Swadeshi is implicit in the
impact analysis of the colonialist and capitalist penetration into the Third
World involving the specific effects of the colonial processes that has had a
deep impact on gender relations, the nature of the sexual division of labour
as well as the kinds of social and political opinions open to men and
women (2). The participation of women over the political issues of Boycott
and Swadeshi is significantly supposed to explore an economic assumption for
locating the women’s cause as personifying the © victims of circumstances ’
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that responded to the capitalist mode of colonial innovations. The paradigm
of nationalist protests in the Swadeshi era in regard to the political as well as
economic intervention inflicted by the powerful foreigners presents a relevant
question in this regard.

Women’s wurge for indigenous products is best reflected in the following
poem thus :

( Translated from Bengali)

Foreign attires and foreign dresses ,

The incredible lust for foreign goods

Makes the mind full of distress ;

Foreign treasure causes miseries ,

The treasure of ours causes health and happiness ,

Full of piety and full of essence (3)!

Sarala Debi had attempted at providing for collecting the indigenous goods in a
Swadeshi Store near the Cornwallis Street even before the Swadeshi Movement
took place since the Partition .In order to promote national unity in the place
of economic anomaly due to foreign exploitation at the time of the Russo
Japanese War she collected lots of cotton staff and dress materials for
women from various districts of Bengal for the Swadeshi shop known as the
LakshmirBhandar .A Brahmo widow lady was appointed as a sales girl in the
Swadeshi Store . In such an earlier attempt at Swadeshi in the true sense of
the term , Sarala Devi was assisted by Jogesh Choudhury who had also
started supporting the cause of the indigenous products in colonial India
before the Partition was held in 1905. She sent a handful of the products of
her Swadeshi Bhandar to an exhibition that was held in Bombay with a spirit
of Swadeshi and was awarded with a gold medal for her inspiration for
indigenous production (4). The political event of the Partition of Bengal found
an economic explanation on the part of the educated women like Kumudini
Mitra to whom the cry for Swadeshi should surely be mandatory for the
Bengali womenfolk in the early Twentieth Century . According to her, the
Bengalees were not so much helpless for they knew that the British were the
nation of shopkeepers(5).If the Bengalis took oath of boycotting foreign goods
in case the Government overlooked the political demands of the people of
Bengal, the British as a nation would be in great distress. Women as a part of
the nation would surely come out with the solemn vow of the Swadeshi.
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She appealed again and again to the Bengali womenfolk to leave their
inclination for foreign goods and habits as an economic protest against the
British imperialist antagonism on the part of the British colonisers (6).

Women as consumers reacted against the  exploitation of indigenous
production since the beginning of the Twentieth Century i.e., before the act of
partition on the part of the British Government.The exhibition of Swadeshi
goods held at the 1901 Congress Session in Calcutta was comprehensive in
organising the different categories of Swadeshi textiles, household goods such
as carpets, mosquito-nets, bamboo wares, brass and metal utensils ,soap, perfume
and ornaments, food stuffs, medicines, books and stationery, items of home
decoration such as lithographs, photographs and frames etc(7). The Exhibition
aimed at encouraging the Bengali women to wear Swadeshi Saris in order to
revive the cloth industries that were dying out through the lack of patronage
in places like Dacca, Santipur, Murshidabad and Tripura (8). Hiranmoyee Devi,
the elder sister of Sarala Devi contributed to constructive Swadeshi by starting
a cottage industrial centre for secluded women by the name of Art House and
later known as Bidhaba Shilpashram, Calcutta(9). The symbols of Swadeshi, best
reflected through the gendered connotations of the Bengali language in the
contemporary journals of the 19™-20" Century were to focus on the basic
tenets of women’s fashion in colonial Bengal .The Swadeshi dressing campaigns
of the Hindu middle class, upper caste women of Bengal since the second
half of the Nineteenth Century played a very important role in exposing the
gendered implications of the Swadeshi rhetoric of women’s style of clothing
that might include the Bengali women in the later phase within the ideal
body politic of the Swadeshi . It has been explained by Smt. Saudamini
Khastagiri that (10) even if the British style of clothing was quite good but
still lagged behind the traditional dressing pattern of the Bengalis .She
discouraged imitating the Western fashion of clothing as it was too costly to
maintain for a middle class woman in colonial Bengal . She rather emphasised
the national discourse of Swadeshi style of clothing so much so that one
should identify the currents and contestations of ideology that were woven
into the fabric of national dress . In another writing on women’s clothing
fashion of Nineteenth Century women in Bengal(11) it was clearly depicted that
the Indian ladies should not imitate the Western style of clothing in a warm
country like India.Moreover, the article pointed out the efficacy of worthy
outfit for the women of not so well-to-do origin in colonial Bengal. It was
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only the traditional style of clothing that might suit the women of different
classes in different seasons relocating their Bengali way of living .An arrangement
to provide a Swadeshi exhibition for the Purdanashin women in Bengal is to be
mentioned with special reference in this regard .It was observed by a daily
newspaper that (12) a Mahila Shilpa Bazar was to be arranged at 83 Maniktala
Street for the Purdahnashin ladies to purchase genuine Swadeshi goods after
their own liking.It was a sort of perennial exhibition at the above premises
and was managed exclusively by very respectable ladies .The Bharat
StreeMahamandal was to give earnest and matured support to the exhibition
under notice . Attempt was being made by the organizers to construct two
omnibuses for conveying purdanashin ladies to the exhibition premises at the
nominal fare of two annas for double journey .

Smt. Lilabati Mitra in the journal Antahpur had referred to the importance of
women’s economic independence .She had emphasised the need for enhancing
women’s independent urge for seeking their own livelihood by taking part
into the field of small scale industries like typewriting , sewing, art and
handicrafts, lamination of photographs ,painting ,tailoring and basket making etc.
that could help them to initiate independent way of living. The suicide of a
girl of 15 named Sushila in regard to sacrifice her life for buying a Swadeshi
Saree fomented the spirit of Swadeshi that found expression in a daily
newspaper thus : “ The ladies have been the saviours of Indian society always ;
and though we must condemn such rashness as Sushila’s as strongly as it is
possible for us to do.,we believe her lamentable end will fan the Swadeshi
fire into flame and lead all her countrymen and women to take a solemn
vow to do all that is humanely possible to improve ,and fan the
development of Swadeshi industries and enterprise (13).The women, assimilating in
thefestival of Rakhibandhan held by the Swadeshi leaders at Karmatar took an
oath for not only to use indigenous goods but collect donations for the
Swadeshi Movement (14).In some villages women began to put aside handfuls
of grain as contribution (15). Whatever may be the moral values behind the
Swadeshi discourse in identifying organized deliberations in regard to the
economic ideology that was creatively appropriated by the Hindu Middle
class and wupper caste women during the early phase of the Twentieth
Century in particular, it must be admitted that the Swadeshi Movement in
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many ways marked for the first time controlled access of women to a political
public sphere(16).

The developments of the early Twentieth Century that meant for the birth of a
new consciousness around the Partition of Bengal in 1905 and identified with
a wider effect of women’s politicisation stemmed from a handful of women’s
organizations and associations that held meeting in different parts of Bengal
for the constructionist programme of the Swadeshi . The women  of
Mymensingh were the first to protest against the act of Partition by forming
women’s associations (17). In the assemblies of Mymensingh the women took
solemn vow for boycotting foreign goods and using Swadeshi ones .The
women often took interest in attending the general discussions on the
Swadeshi programmes to be held in the Brahmo residences .A great many
women activists had mobilized their future planning by reading essays on
the construction of the Swadeshi programmes in a meeting held in Calcutta
Strikingly enough, the assembly of Calcutta had accommodated a  great
number of women from different classes that was really a rare incident in
this regard (18).Besides Calcutta , meetings were held in Dacca, Barisal ,
Bankipore etc. In the house of Sri Prasanta Chandra Roy , the Vice Chairman
(acharya) of the Naba Bidhan Brahmo Samaj at Bankipore the women
celebrated the occasion of Bhatridwitiya out of sheer respect for the nation
and the motherland .The women performed songs and recitations to felicitate
the patriotic zeal and fervour of the Swadeshi(19) . A meeting of Bengali
women held in the premises of the Bethune School in Calcutta on 29"
December 1906 was presided over by the Maharani of Baroda who was greatly
impressed with the Swadeshi activities of the Bengali women (20). The
historical incidents like the observation of Arandhan or No-cooking campaign
in almost all the homes of Bengal , the assembled gathering of Bengali women
to hear the Banga Lakshmir Bratakatha of Ramendra Sundar Tribedi in the
village of Jemokandi in Murshidabad that had provoked the Bengali women to
take a solemn vow on Swadeshi, the gathering of 200 Bengali women who ,
under the leadership of Lilabati Mitra assembled in the house of Dr. Nil
Ratan Sarkar and felicitated the mother of Bhupendranath Datta when the
latter was imprisoned on 24" July ,1907 for his nationalist activities in Bengal,
the attendance of Bengali ladies in a mass meeting of women in Calcutta
called by the name of Mahila Maha Samiti( that was held to discuss the
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duties of women for the national cause ) point to the inclusion of Bengali
women into the ideal body politic of the Swadeshi and their inclusion within
the colonial discourse of the Indian nation.

It is hence to redefine the place of a woman in the midst of the Swadeshi
ambience with full respect for the silent contribution of the sacrificing
‘selthood’” of a woman who had often been accused of being a passive
spectator yet silent sufferer .The glorification of women as infusing a sense
of patriotic sacrifice into the very mind ofthe sons of the soil for the sake of
the nation had reformulated the identity of a woman to that of an individual
corroborating the national sanctity of a person signifying no gender in
particular .It is hence to symbolize the glorification of motherhood as an
existentialist rather than the essentialist concept of the socio-political discourse
in Twentieth Century Bengal .The active instead of the passive force behind
the emancipatory image of a woman was found to be with an object of
existence being merged into humanitarianism. It is hence to identify the real
meaning of the term ‘mother’ with an ° understanding by themselves’ rather than
searching for the ‘cultural identity’ of a woman that had been considered as an
emblematic of tradition, i.e., the centre of man’s private sphere or, the custodian
of the centre and hence to represent the domestic anger(21).The role of
women in participating the Swadeshi campaign whether active by joining the
assemblies held in various parts of Bengal with a solemn vow for boycotting
foreign goods and using Swadeshi ones ,or ‘passive’ by encouraging the
Swadeshi campaigners by observing the ‘arandhan’ rites on the Partition Day
i.e., on 16™ October ,1905 was truly significant in promoting a new spirit that
had contributed to the notion that women had a role to play in politics (22).
With an approach of the Bengali women the socio-political endeavour had
been found in a variety of fields concerning Swadeshi clothes , languages,
literature and education. The wide-ranging references to the women’s movement
happening in the foreign countries from Great Britain to America , a great
many instances of historical importance occurring in countries like Japan,
Russia, China France etc. point to the intellectual openness of women’s
journalism in the Swadeshi era of Bengal. The women writers, journalists as
well as educationists had provoked for a wide-ranging perception of the
Swadeshi with an openness of the mind like the Swadeshi leaders of Bengal
who did not hesitate to bring about the ‘irrigation of knowledge’ for using
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the “‘distant mirror’ as getting their own revolutionary pursuits reflected
back(23).Even if our information about how many women were involved in
ceremonies and  demonstrations is highly  subjective (24),the  cultural
significance of women’s participation lay in the literary expressions that had
reflected the larger characteristics of Swadeshism promoting a discourse of
social constructiveness as propounded by S.Sarkar(25).

The discourse of Swadeshi thus presented a field of social tension between
continuity and change .,as well as the political one between the level of
behaviour and that of ideas . With the emergence of ‘ high politics’ in the phase
of Indian nationalist struggle since the early years of the twentieth century the
gender appropriations over the political issues like Boycott and Swadeshi were
to reveal the women’s patriotic concern for the nation .
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Abstract

Cryptocurrency is a decentralized digital currency that utilizes cryptographic
techniques to secure and verify transactions, enabling peer-to-peer transactions
without the need for intermediaries. It is a growing phenomenon worldwide, but its
adoption in India has been slow due to regulatory uncertainties and a lack of
knowledge among investors. This research paper examines the level of awareness and
understanding of cryptocurrency among investors in and around Kolkata. The study
aims to identify the factors that influence the adoption and usage of cryptocurrency
among investors in the region. Using a mixed-methods approach, the study collected
data through a survey and in-depth interviews with investors. The survey was
distributed among a diverse group of investors, including those who had invested in
cryptocurrency and those who had not. This research contributes to the growing body
of literature on cryptocurrency adoption in emerging markets and provides insights for
policymakers, investors, and entrepreneurs.

Keywords : Cryptocurrency, Digital currency , Investors Awareness, Adoption
1. Introduction

Cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual currency that is secured using cryptography to
control its creation, transfer, and verification.The first cryptocurrency, Bitcoin, was
introduced in 2009 by an unknown person or group using the pseudonym Satoshi
Nakamoto.Cryptocurrencies are decentralized, meaning they are not controlled by any
government or financial institution.

The underlying technology of crypto currency is block chain, which is a distributed
ledger that records all transactions and is transparent to all participants.One of the key
benefits of cryptocurrency is the potential for anonymity in transactions, although this
has also led to concerns around illegal activities such as money laundering and tax
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evasion.Cryptocurrency can be traded on exchanges, similar to traditional currencies,
and its value is determined by supply and demand.Many businesses, including major
corporations such as Tesla and PayPal, have begun to accept cryptocurrency as a form
of payment.The market capitalization of all cryptocurrencies combined reached an all-
time high of over $2 trillion in April 2021.Cryptocurrency has been subject to extreme
price volatility, with some currencies experiencing significant fluctuations in value
over short periods of time.Despite its growing popularity, many people are still
skeptical of crypto currency and its long-term viability as a form of currency. The
introduction of stable coins, which are crypto currencies pegged to the value of
traditional currencies or assets, has helped to address concerns around volatility and
make cryptocurrency more accessible to mainstream investors.The adoption of
cryptocurrency has been uneven across the world, with some countries embracing it
more readily than others due to regulatory uncertainty and cultural attitudes towards
finance.The use of cryptocurrency has led to the development of new business models,
such as initial coin offerings (ICOs), which allow startups to raise funds by issuing
their own crypto currency tokens. Crypto currency has also led to the development of
decentralized finance (DeFi), which aims to create a more transparent and accessible
financial system through the use of blockchain technology.

2. Genesis of crypto currency

The genesis of crypto currency is a fascinating story of innovation and
decentralization that began with the creation of Bitcoin in 2009 by an unknown
person or group of people under the pseudonym Satoshi Nakamoto.

Bitcoin was born out of a need for a decentralized, digital currency that could be used
for online transactions without the need for intermediaries such as banks or financial
institutions. Satoshi Nakamoto's whitepaper, titled "Bitcoin: A Peer-to-Peer
Electronic Cash System," outlined the technology behind Bitcoin, which is based on
a decentralized ledger known as the blockchain.The blockchain is a distributed
database that records all Bitcoin transactions in a secure, transparent, and tamper-
proof manner. It works by using a network of nodes to validate and verify
transactions, eliminating the need for a centralized authority to manage the
system.Bitcoin's early adopters were mostly technologists and cryptography
enthusiasts who saw the potential of the technology to disrupt the traditional financial
system. Over time, the value of Bitcoin grew, and it became increasingly popular as a
store of value and a means of exchange.
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The success of Bitcoin led to the creation of other cryptocurrencies, each with their
own unique features and use cases. Today, there are thousands of cryptocurrencies in
circulation, (for example: Dogecoin, Solana, Ethereum, Shibalnu, Cardano, Binance
coin, XRP) with a total market capitalization in the trillions of dollars.

3. Objectives of the study
The specific objectives of the study are as follows:
1. To analyse the investors awareness regarding Cryptocurrency.

3. To suggest a way that will change the mindset of investors regarding Crypto
market.

4. Research Methodology

The present study is theoretical analysis of Cryptocurrency. Present study depends on
both primary and secondary sources of data.

Research Design:

The research design for this study will be a cross-sectional survey. This type of
design is used to collect data at a single point in time, making it useful for examining
the awareness of investors regarding cryptocurrency, as well as their perceptions of
the challenges and opportunities in the market.

Sampling Method:

The study will use a convenience sampling method, selecting individuals who have
invested in different places. The sample size will be determined based on the
available resources and time. The survey has been conducted online, and the sample
will be drawn from a pool of investors who are active on social media platforms and
forums.

Data Collection:

Data is collected through an online survey that will be distributed to the participants
via email or social media. The survey is consisting of closed-ended questions related
to the awareness of investors regarding cryptocurrencies, their investment strategies,
the challenges they faced in the crypto market.

Data Analysis:
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Data analysis is conducted using tables, charts and graphical presentation showing
the investment trend among sample and segregating them on the basis of various
demographics and to analyse awareness among them regarding crypto currency and
investment avenues that has been availed by them.

Ethical Considerations:

The study will adhere to ethical guidelines such as informed consent, confidentiality,
and anonymity of the participants. Participants have been informed about the purpose
of the study and their rights to withdraw from the study at any time. The data
collected will be kept confidential, and only the researchers have access to it.

Limitations:

The limitations of the study include the use of a convenience sampling method,
which may limit the generalizability of the findings to other populations of investors.
Additionally, the study will rely on self-reported data, which may be subject to
response bias.

5. Review of literature

The cryptocurrency market has been a topic of interest for researchers and investors
alike, as it presents both challenges and opportunities. This review of literature on the
challenges and opportunities of the crypto market and investor awareness regarding
the crypto market draws from a variety of authentic sources of data.

One of the main challenges of the cryptocurrency market is its volatility. The market
is highly sensitive to news and events, and prices can fluctuate dramatically within a
short period. In addition, the lack of regulation and oversight can create a breeding
ground for fraudulent activities, such as market manipulation and ICO scams. A
study conducted by the University of Cambridge found that the cryptocurrency
market is still largely unregulated, with only a small number of countries having
established a legal framework for cryptocurrencies (Cambridge Centre for
Alternative Finance, 2021).

Another challenge is the high degree of technical knowledge required to invest in
cryptocurrencies. Investors need to understand complex concepts such as blockchain
technology, wallet security, and private keys. This technical barrier can deter some
investors from participating in the market, limiting the growth potential of
cryptocurrencies (Bohme, Christin, Edelman, & Moore, 2015).
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The cryptocurrency market presents several opportunities for investors as well as
challenges are present hand in hand. One of the main advantages is the potential for
high returns but also the risk of volatility in the market. Cryptocurrencies have
exhibited substantial growth in value over the years, with Bitcoin, the most popular
cryptocurrency, experiencing a surge in value from $0.003 in 2010 to over $60,000 in
2021 and then the price shows downward trend and has become above $25000 in
2023. (CoinMarketCap, 2023).

Investor awareness of the crypto market is an essential factor in the success and
growth of cryptocurrencies. A survey conducted by the Global Blockchain Business
Council found that awareness of cryptocurrencies was low, (Global Blockchain
Business Council, 2019). The study also found that investors who had invested in
cryptocurrencies lacked a basic understanding of the technology and its potential.

Another study conducted by the University of Cambridge found that investor
awareness of the risks associated with cryptocurrencies was low, with many investors
underestimating the potential for market manipulation and fraud (Cambridge Centre
for Alternative Finance, 2021).

The sources of data used in this review of literature provide valuable insights into the
current state of the cryptocurrency market and highlight the need for further research
and education on the topic.

6. Presentation and Data Analysis

A survey was conducted to understand the awareness of cryptocurrency among 216
respondents, mostly comprising of teachers. The study aimed to assess their
understanding of cryptocurrencies, and their perception of the risks and benefits
associated with investing in the market. The results of the survey may provide
valuable insights into the knowledge gap among the general public, particularly
among educators, regarding the emerging and rapidly evolving cryptocurrency
market. The results are shown below:

6.1. Segregation of Respondents on the basis of Gender:

Gender Percentage (%) Count
Male 52.78 114
Female 47.22 102
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Interpretation: The table above provides an analysis of the gender distribution of
investors who responded to a survey. Of the total 216 respondents, 52.78% were
male, while 47.22% were female.Further analysis of the data could reveal insights
into the investment behaviour of men and women. For example, are there any
differences in investment strategies or risk tolerance between the two genders?

6.2. Age group wise classification:

Options Percentage (%) Count
Upto 25 years 5.56 12
25-35 years 69.44 150
35-55 years 25.00 54

55 and above 0.00 0

Interpretation:So, from the above analysis we can conclude that the respondents are
mostly ranged in between 25-35 years. Further analysis will make the picture crystal
clear.

6.3. Investment Status:

Table 1: Percentage of Investors and Non-Investors

Options Percentage (%) Count
Investor 58.33 126
Non-Investor 41.67 90

Table 2: Percentages of Male investors and Female investors

Options Percentage (%) Count
Male 52.38 66
Female 47.62 60

Interpretation: The above two tables provide an analysis of the investment status
and gender distribution among investors and non-investors. Table 1 shows that out of
the total 216 respondents, 58.33% were investors, while 41.67% were non-investors.
Table 2 provides a breakdown of the gender distribution among investors. Of the total
126 investors, 52.38% were male, while 47.62% were female. This finding indicates
that there is an even distribution of gender in case of investment trend analysed from
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the collected data.However, the data also shows that there is still a significant portion
of the population that has not yet invested in the market.

6.4. Preference for investment:

Investment Avenues Percentage (%) | Count
Savings Bank Account 16.67 36
Fixed Deposit 44.44 96
Life Insurance 8.33 18
Mutual Fund 19.44 42
Shares/Securities and Other Digital Currencies 11.11 24

Interpretation: The above table provides an analysis of the investment avenues
chosen by respondents. Out of the total 216 respondents, the majority (44.44%)
preferred fixed deposits as an investment avenue, followed by mutual funds
(19.44%). Savings bank account (16.67%), life (8.33%), and
shares/securities and other digital currencies (11.11%) were the other investment
options selected by the respondents.

insurance

The high preference for fixed deposits suggests that investors in the sample are
conservative in their investment choices and are more likely to choose low-risk
options with guaranteed returns or in other words they are mostly risk averters.
Mutual funds were the second most preferred investment avenue, indicating that a
significant portion of investors is willing to take some risk in pursuit of higher
returns. The relatively low percentage of respondents who chose shares/securities and
other digital currencies as an investment option suggests that the cryptocurrency
market has not yet gained significant traction among investors in this sample.

6.5. Awareness about Cryptocurrency:

Options Percentage (%) Count
1- Strongly Disagree - | have never heard of 5.56 12
crypto currency before.

2- Disagree - I have heard of cryptocurrency but 30.56 66
I do not know anything about it.

3- Neutral - I have some knowledge about crypto 52.78 114

currency but not enough to use it or invest in it

4- Agree - I have a good understanding of 8.33 18

cryptocurrency and its workings.
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5- Strongly Agree - I am very knowledgeable 2.78 6
about cryptocurrency and actively use it or invest

in it.

Interpretation: The above table provides an analysis of the awareness of
cryptocurrency among the respondents. Out of the total 216 respondents, the majority
(52.78%) had some knowledge about cryptocurrency but not enough to use it or
invest in it. This suggests that there is a significant portion of the sample that is aware
of the existence of cryptocurrency but has not yet taken the step to invest or use it.

Around 30.56% of respondents have heard of cryptocurrency but do not know
anything about it, which indicates a need for more education and awareness about the
benefits and risks associated with this emerging asset class.

Only 8.33% of respondents reported having a good understanding of cryptocurrency
and its workings, and even fewer (2.78%) reported being very knowledgeable about
cryptocurrency and actively using or investing in it.

6.6. Sources of Learning about Cryptocurrency:

Options Percentage Count
(“o)

Online Sources (News, blogs 58.33 126

etc.)

Friends or Family 16.67 36

Social Media 11.11 24

Other 13.89 30

Interpretation: The table above presents an analysis of the sources of learning about
cryptocurrency among the respondents. The majority (58.33%) reported online
sources, such as news articles and blogs, as the primary source of information about
cryptocurrency. This finding is not surprising, as the internet is a vast and easily
accessible source of information that can be accessed from anywhere in the world.

A significant proportion of respondents (16.67%) reported learning about
cryptocurrency from friends or family members. This highlights the importance of
personal connections and word-of-mouth in spreading awareness and knowledge
about new technologies and investment opportunities.
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Social media was reported by only 11.11% of respondents as a source of learning
about cryptocurrency. This could be due to the fact that social media platforms are
often viewed as unreliable sources of information, and investors may prefer to rely on
more traditional sources of information such as news outlets and financial advisors.

Finally, 13.89% of respondents reported other sources of Ilearning about
cryptocurrency, which could include educational courses, seminars, or conferences.
This highlights the importance of education and training programs in promoting
awareness and understanding of cryptocurrency among potential investors.

6.7. Opinion about safety and security of using Cryptocurrency:

Options Percentage (%) | Count
Very safe and secure 00.00 0
Somewhat safe and secure 11.11 24
Neutral 52.78 114
Somewhat unsafe and insecure 27.78 60
Very unsafe and insecure 08.33 18

Interpretation: From the above data, we can see that 52.78% respondents do not
know about safety and security of using cryptocurrency. 27.78% respondents think
that the crypto market is somewhat unsafe and insecure and 8.33% respondents thinks
that it is very unsafe and insecure. Due to no proper regulation, lack of knowledge in
the cryptocurrency market, the market volatility is skyrocketed high and most of the
aware investors think that the market is not a safe place to invest.

6.8. Cryptocurrency Recommendation for Potential Investors

Options Percentage Count
(“o)

Yes, definitely 8.33 18

Yes, maybe 30.56 66

Not sure 41.67 90

No, probably not 13.89 30

No, definitely not 5.56 12

Interpretation: The table presents the findings of a survey that asked people whether
they would advise others who are interested in investing to consider cryptocurrency.
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The respondents could choose from five options that ranged from yes, definitely to no,
definitely not. The table also displays the percentage and count of respondents who
picked each option.

The most frequent option was not sure, picked by 41.67% of respondents. This shows
that they are either indifferent or conflicted about giving cryptocurrency advice to
potential investors.

The next most frequent option was yes, maybe, picked by 30.56% of respondents.
This indicates that they have some positive or favourable attitude towards crypto
currency as an investment option, but also some hesitation or limitation.

A very small proportion of respondents (8.33%) picked yes, definitely, while an
equally small proportion (5.56%) picked no, definitely not. This suggests that they
have a clear or strong view about giving cryptocurrency advice to potential investors.

A slightly larger proportion of respondents (13.89%) picked no, probably not. This
implies that they have some negative or unfavourable attitude towards crypto currency
as an investment option, but also some uncertainty or exception.

7. Conclusion:

From the above analysis we can conclude thatwhile there is some level of awareness
about cryptocurrency among respondents, there is still a significant gap in knowledge
and understanding that needs to be addressed. This presents a potential opportunity for
investment firms and financial advisors to provide education and support to investors
who are interested in exploring the cryptocurrency market.

Due to lack of proper regulations, lack of awareness among people, the investment in
Cryptocurrency Market is still considered similar to Gambling or betting. Most of the
respondents in this research are not willing to take risk. The crypto market is
obviously not stable and the volatility is very high but it has future prospect and it
may be considered in future as a good investment avenue. The Indian Government is
trying to impose regulations on Cryptocurrency and already Crypto currency is taxed
at 30% on transfer. New section 194S has been proposed that requires a 1% TDS (tax
deducted at source) on the consideration for transfer of cryptocurrencies exceeding Rs.
50,000 (or Rs. 10,000 in some cases) in a financial year. Thus the Government is
taking slow steps to regulate Cryptocurrency. Also Government is taking initiatives
for educating investors on Digital currency. Thus we can conclude a better future
prospect of Cryptocurrency though it is not that much affect the investors interest.
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India has always been a particular fascination for people from far off lands, and many of
them have through the ages left vivid accounts of their travel giving detailed and delightful
descriptions of different facets of Indian life. It was from these accounts that Europe gradually
began to assemble a picturesque image of India. To substantiate this I would like to quote from I
Ghose: "The image of India created in travel writing and other colonial literature was
enormously influential in shaping future generations' perceptions of India. They created a stock
of stereotypes and notions about the country that were passed on from one generation to the next
and congealed into accepted truths. Future travellers reactions to India were often moulded by
preconceptions based on their expectations of what to find there." (Memsahibs Abroad, p. 11.)

The political significance of the colonial picturesque has been extensively discussed by
critics. The picturesque might be seen as part of the project of Orientalism in its desire to freeze
the orient in an Arcadian world located in the past. For all their pleasure in the orient, Orientalist
scholars, painters and travellers saw the East as static and in decline. Progress was always
associated with Europe. The logic corollary was that only Britain rule could restore the East to its
former splendour. While the picturesque served to present the orient for cultural consumption, it
also worked as a distancing strategy towards the social reality of India to some extent.

Keeping the above statements in view the paper aims at projecting the picturesque
presentation of India in Maria Graham's Journal of a short Residence in India and the way she
describes the men, manners, customs and above all the landscape of India in minute detail. One
striking aspect of her journal is that unlike the other memsahibs, she hardly refers to the hazards
and the problems faced by a European woman in an alien land and also to a certain extent refutes
the condition of being considered in a tragic exile in a foreign country like India. She has an eye
for detail and a marked curiosity and a spirit of adventure which is reflected in her account,
recorded as a kind of 'word picture'. Throughout her journal time and again she refers to the
picturesque landscape of India as she finds it to be pleasing to the eye.

Before moving on to the textual reference to Graham's Journal, I would like to give a brief
biographical detail. Maria Dundas was born in Papcastle (Lake District) in 1785, the daughter of
anaval officer and a Miss Thompson from Liverpool. After an apparently happy and uneventful
childhood she was suddenly separated from her mother and taken to live in Richmond with
relatives who according to her memoir both despised and rejected her. Maria became rebellious
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later on when she was sent to school although it was also there that she acquired her love of
learning and the power to look at herself and others dispassionately. This trait may have
influenced the choice of the literary genre she practiced at the beginning of her career in travel
writing.

After she left school Maria went to live in Edinburgh with more congenial relations, a
circumstance that allowed her to interact with figures and the Scottish Enlightenment. She
remained in Scotland until 1808, after which she sailed to India with her father, whom she had
not seen for the past ten years. At this stage in her life the travel writer was born.

In her private diary of the journey Maria recorded her readings, her studies, her
descriptions of people and places and more significantly, her onboard romance with the
Lieutenant Thomas Graham. They were married ion India at the end of 1809 and returned
home after two years. Once in England the published two books that comprised her
experiences aboard. The first journal of a Residence in India published in 1812 was an instant
success. Her another important work related to this period is Letters on India with Etchings
and a Map.

She was an adventurous and articulate female author of the 19' century. She
manufactured her identity at times by conforming to, challenging, or ignoring the rules of
society regarding women's behaviour. She was a child of the Enlightenment in that she valued
knowledge above all things, yet the flavoured her discoveries with a taste of Romanticism. Her
search took her to distant lands where she captured for her readers foreign cultural
manifestations exotic landscapes and obscure religious rites; yet a reading of her work
generates the impression that despite the dramatic descriptions of peoples and places.

Maria Graham landed in India on May 28, 1809 and left in 1811. In the very first entry
in her journal she states in an explicit way the purpose of her recordings related to the strange
land she is to visit. She writes: "my dear friend, in compliance with your parting request, that
during my absence from England I would make notes and journals for you of whatever
appeared to me worthy of remark, either as curious in itself, or as differing from the customs,
manners and habits of Europe, I shall endeavour faithfully to describe whatever I see, and
carefully to report whatever I learn, for your amusement, warning you that I mean to paint from
the life, and to adhere to the sober colouring of nature" (p. 1 Journal of a short Residence in
India)

In the next page of her journal she starts describing in graphic detail the objects and
men :hat meet her eye. After referring to the palankeens, the special carriages used in India she
goes or. to describe the palankeen bearers themselves. She notes: "the palankeen bearers are
here called hamauls (a word signifying carrier); they for the most part were nothing but a
turban, and a cloth wrapped round the loins, a degree of nakedness which does not shock one,
owing to the dark colour of the skin, which, as it is unusual to European eyes, has the effect of
dress" (p.2 Jaurnc)
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Myriad impressions crowded in on travellers to India. These ranged from awe at the
grandeur of eastern architecture to abhorrence in the fact of depraved heathen life. For early
19' century travellers to India in a period marked by a wave of interest in Oriental art and
culture in England, ancient Indian monuments exerted a strong fascination. For Graham the
pen becomes the narrator of the eye when she starts describing the architectural splendour and
the structural pattern of the Elephanta caves. She is wonderstruck at the marvellous work of
art, though at the same time she laments at its dilapidated state. As recorded in her journal: "at
length we have accomplished a visit to Elephanta and its wonderful excavations; but as a
description of these, and the sculpture that adorns them, would not be intelligible without at
least a slight previous acquaintance with the principal Gods of Hindostan, I shall set down a
brief account of them before [ describe the cavern." (p. 45. Journal).

After that she goes on to give and elaborate description of the Hindu gods and
goddesses which reflect the information collected by her due to her curiosity related to the
Hindu religious matters as well. Speaking of Elephanta caves she states: "as I entered my site
became gradually more distinct, and [ was able to consider the wonderful chamber in which I
stood. The entrances is fifty five feet wide, its height is eighteen, and its length about equal
with its width. It is supported by massive pillars, curved in the solid rock; the capital of these
resembles a compressed cushion bound with a fillet; the abacus is like a bunch of reeds
supporting a beam, six of which run across the whole cave; below the capital the column may
be compared to a fluted bell resting on a plain octagonal member placed on a die, on which
corner of which sits Hanuman, Ganesha. or some of the other inferior gods." (p. 54. Journal,;
the illustration from her journal is provided). Thus we find how minutely she starts giving the
detailed account of what she sees on her visit.

Her visit and description of the caves at Carli once again throw light on her artistic
merit of description and creating the picture right before our eyes. Thus she states: "when at
length we looked round, we almost fancied ourselves in a Gothic cathedral. Instead of the low
flat roof of the cave of Elephanta, this rises to an astonishing height, with a highly coved roof,
supported by twenty one pillars on each side, and terminating in a semi circle." (p. 64. Journal
illustration provided).

Maria Graham speaks in a distinctive voice and displays an uncommon arrogance for a
woman of her time. Invariably authoritative and formal, her voice projects the assertiveness of
someone who has ample knowledge of the subjects in discussion and who is, besides an upper-
class member of the British Empire visiting foreign lands. She disregards the constraints
placed on women's writings by tradition and the rules of society. In some instances she even
defines them as in her stay in India she discusses unfeminine issues such as burial practices the
aspect of the buried bodies and bloody human sacrifices. The representation of places plays a
significant part in the building of Maria Graham's text and literary persona. For instance, the
prevailing 19" century discourse on Colonialism acquires a positive hue when she is
describing India a country that was then a British colony.
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Graham was witness and recorder of transcendent events at the beginning of the 19"
century and of cultural manifestations in distant lands. She provided her own vision on
foreign people, practices, institutions, and customs, and with the strength of her discourse,
enhanced or shattered the image of well known personalities. To her fellow naturals she
showed the richness of their newly acquired possessions and explained the British Empire in
terms of a moral mission..

What she saw certainly suggested the materials of a very opposite picture; and though
aware that among a people whose laws, whose religion, whose arts, whose habits of reasoning
and notions of politeness all differs from ours, as radically as their language or complexion, it
was natural to expect some variation from the British standards as to the morals and the
charities and decencies of social life, she must confess that the difference was greater than she
found it easy to reconcile with herself, even by this considerations. In the sketch which she has
attempted to exhibit therefore, of the singular people, she flatters herself that she may have
afforded some entertainment, and some matter of useful meditation even to the reflecting
reader; and ventures to hope that she may perhaps contribute in some instances, to direct the
attention of those in whose hands so much of their destiny is placed, to the means of improving
their moral and intellectual condition, as well as of securing them from political or civil
injuries.
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Assessment of Information Literacy (IL) Skills of First
Semester Students of G.M.S.M. Mahavidyalaya
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Abstract

In today’s academic environment, students are experiencing the daunting mission of
identifying, locating, searching and synthesizing various sources of information to meet
their information needs. Thus, Information literacy has become progressively more
significant in the contemporary world of rapid technological change and proliferating
information resources. Keep this trait in mind, G.M.S.M. Mahavidyalaya library offering
information literacy instructions to undergraduate students since 2014.

The purpose of the present survey is to assess the level of information literacy skills and
competencies among the first semester students and essential factors in enhancing
information literacy programme at college level. The study demonstrates that
participating students have only a basic understanding of information literacy skills
considerably less than the level required. Most of them can access information from print
and electronic resources but improvements are required in handling and implementation.
The study urges the inclusion of an information literacy programme in the course
curriculum, and more awareness among the students which will make them more info-
literate and enhance their competencies.

Keywords: Information Literacy, Skills, Competencies, Assessment, Students, G.M.S.M.
Mahavidyalaya

1. Introduction

The information explosion of the late 20th century subsequently gave birth to the concept
of information literacy. Individuals were suddenly faced with innumerable choices of
information in both print and electronic media. The electronic media, however, do not
have the variety of quality assurance processes that are inherent in print media, where the
content passes from authors, through editors, reviewers and publishers and possibly
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through recommendations by tutors, to the learner. The quality, authenticity, validity and
reliability of some of the materials in electronic format via the internet cannot be
guaranteed (Association of College and Research Libraries, 2000) which is pressing the
need for information literacy among the users. Further, information literacy is an essential
attainment for participative citizenship which requires information-literate persons. This
means that they must not only be able to recognize when information is needed, but also
be able to identify, locate, evaluate and use effectively information needed for decision-
making or fulfilling different goals. Information literacy is a skill that is widely relevant
and extends beyond the walls of the classroom into the world of social responsibility.

2. What is information literacy?

The concept of information literacy was first introduced in 1974 by Paul Zurkowski,
president of the US Information Industry Association (ITA), in a proposal submitted to the
National Commission on Libraries and Information Science (NCLIS). According to him
“people trained in the application of information resources to their work can be called
information literates. They have learned techniques and skills for utilizing the wide range
of information tools as well as primary sources in molding information-solutions to their
problems” (Zurkowski, 1974).

Doyle conducted a Delphi study in the early 1990s and created the definition:
“information literacy is the ability to access, evaluate, and use information from a variety
of sources” (Doyle, 1990).

In 2003, Johnston and Webber defined “information literacy is the adoption of
appropriate information behaviour to obtain, through whatever channel or medium,
information well fitted to information needs, together with critical awareness of the

importance of wise and ethical use of information in society” (Johnston and Webber,
2003).

The Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL, 2015) defines information
literacy as a “set of integrated abilities encompassing the reflective discovery of
information, the understanding of how information is produced and valued, and the use of
information in creating new knowledge and participating ethically in communities of
learning™ . This skill set includes knowing, accessing, evaluating, and using information
both legally and ethically.
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3. Why information literacy is so important?

The delivery of information literacy instruction to students is becoming progressively
more important due to the proliferation of electronic resources and the increased use of
the internet as an information source. Simply being exposed to a great deal of information
will not make people informed citizens; they need to learn how to use this information
effectively, ACRL (2000). Information literacy is a set of abilities requiring individuals to
"recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use
effectively the needed information" (Ashoor, 2005). According to Doyle (1994), an
information literate person is the one who:

e knows that accurate and complete information is the basis of wise decision
making;

e is aware of the need for information;

e formulates questions based on informational needs;

e recognizes potential information sources;

e prepares successful search strategies;

e has access to informational resources, including computer resource and other
technologies;

e cvaluates information;

e organizes information for empirical applications;

e integrates new information into his or her prior knowledge base;

e use information in critical thinking and problem solving.

‘Information literacy’ is something which enables individuals not only to use information
and information technology effectively and adapt to their constant changes but also to
think critically about the entire information enterprise and information society. (Shapiro
& Hughes,1996). While describing information as an ‘essential commodity for survival’,
Doherty et.al. (1999), states ‘It is our intention to teach our users to become independent
and informed information consumers on their way to becoming lifelong learners’.

4. Purpose of the Study

The present study was conceived as a baseline survey aimed at assessing the level of
Information Literacy skills among the students of G.M.S.M. Mahavidyalaya to determine
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whether students have the adequate skills or not and identify gaps for further
improvement. The purpose of the study are:

e To identify the competencies and information literacy skills among the first
semester students of G.M.S.M. Mahavidyalaya.

e To identify areas of strength and weakness in information literacy skills among the
students and their search strategies.

e To analyze, how far the students are succeeding in getting relevant information

e To come up with proper strategies and policies for implementing effective IL
programme.

5. Research Methodology

A case study method was adopted to assess the Information Literacy skills of the
students. A structured questionnaire was used to collect data from First Semester
students. Survey questionnaire was designed in Google form and circulated through
WhatsApp Group. Altogether, 112 questionnaires were distributed to respondents and 81
were returned successfully with a response rate of 72.32 %. Due to large number of
students and scarcity of time, the focus group of the present study is restricted to selected
group students of First Semester who took admission in 2022. The reason for targeting
First Semester students was that through their response we can understand the level of
information literacy skills they already poses and to customize information literacy
programmes according to their need.

6. Literature Review

In higher education, the primary purpose of information literacy interventions is to enable
students to independently seek information, use it appropriately and conform to academic
information norms. Ratteray and Simmons (1995) conducted a national survey of 3236
accredited U. S. colleges and universities to determine the extent to which information
literacy has been assimilated into the curriculum of institutions of higher education and
shows that 22 percent of the respondents had a functional literacy program and the 25
percent offered a course that focuses on the development of information literacy abilities.

Ellis, et al. (2016) conducted a study to identify to what extent information literacy is
being promoted through institutional websites in UK universities. The study found that
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total 85.7 % universities promote information literacy to some extent on their websites.
Information on information literacy training is offered on 84.2 % websites, the most
common method being online tutorials, while only 52.6 % offer training for one or two
aspects of information literacy, primarily information seeking and citing and referencing.

Brown (1999) carried out a study on Information Literacy of Physical Science Graduate
Students in the Information Age at the University of Oklahoma (OU) and revealed that
the Graduate students in the physical sciences at the university exhibit a high degree of
information literacy. They are able to find, effectively use, and evaluate information to
meet their specific needs with minimal anxiety.

Sharma (2010) recommended that collaborative approach of librarians and teachers
would encourage in improving information literacy skills amongst the user, information
literacy should be included as a mandatory part of course-curriculum and in this process
librarians have a vital role to play by organizing information literacy programmes
frequently.

Sasikala and Dhanraju (2011) conducted a survey on Assessment of Information Literacy
Skills among Science Students of Andhra University covering the students of basic
sciences, viz, Zoology, Botany, Physics, Chemistry, and Environmental Science. The
study revealed that high percentage (94.33%) of the students preferred to use books
frequently, whereas 43.97 % and 42.55 % use reference books and newspapers
respectively. A majority (57.44%) of the students were using different websites on the
net.

Islam and Rahaman (2014) find out that the arts faculty students at the University of
Dhaka agreed that information literacy is very important and helpful in academic work
and research. They suggested that information literacy education should be embedded in
the curriculum and it should also be introduced early in education to make it more
effective. They also call for collaboration between librarian and faculty to facilitate the
implementation of information literacy programs.

Ramaiah and Ramya (2015) conducted a study among the 106 research scholars of
Pondicherry University to assess the information literacy training needs and identified
that almost all the research scholars agreed that they need information literacy training
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course. In this study, they have also suggested the topics to be covered under information

literacy course.

7. Analysis and Discussions

7.1 Demographic information

The demographic profile of respondents reveals gender, age group and language

competencies which are summarized below:

Total 81 participants responded, majority of which are female 60 (74.1%)
followed by 21 (25.9%) male.

Age wise break-up depicts that 44 (54.32%) students belongs to the age group of
18-19 years followed by 34 (41.98%) students in the age group of 17-18 years
while 3 (3.70%) falls in the range of 19-20 years. There was no respondent in the
age group 20-21 years. So the majority of the respondents fall under the age group
of 18-19 years.

Total survey respondents 81(100%) are using Bengali language as their first
language to communicate at home.

7.2 Previous encounter with libraries

Students are questioned about their previous encounters with library in their school level,

purpose of using the library and about the importance of libraries.

Among 8lrespondents, 38 (46.9%) had a library at the school level. 38 (46.9%)
replied that they had no library at their school level while 5 (6.2%) respondents are
not aware about having a library at school.

38(46.9%) respondents used the library at their school level. Most of the
respondents 14(36.8%) are used the library to update knowledge.

52(64.2%) students are of the opinion that library is beneficial for their studies
while 6(7.4%) students expresses the opposite opinion. 9(11.1%) replied that
libraries may be beneficial for their studies while 14(17.3%) respondents have no
idea regarding beneficial role of libraries.
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7.3 Concept about Information Literacy

In this segment students are inquired about the concept of ‘Information Literacy’ and
information literacy programmes.

e Following chart (Chart 1) shows students’ responses about the concept of
‘information literacy’. 34 (42%) students correctly replied that information literacy
means ‘to identify, locate, evaluate, and effectively use that information’.
According to 24 (29.6%) respondents information literacy means ‘to learn how to
read’, while 11(13.6%) replied that it means ‘to learn how to write’. 12(14.8%)
respondents are expressing that they ‘Don’t know’ what information literacy
means.

whal i5 information fiteracy®

Chart 1: What is information literacy?

o 52(64.2%) respondents consider that there should be some programme on
information literacy, on the other hand 29 (35.8%) respondents holds the opposite
opinion.

7.4 Knowledge about information sources and services

In this segment students are surveyed to know about their information sources, purpose of
finding information, preferred format and search strategies etc.

e Students are collecting information from various sources. 42 (52%) respondents
are relaying on teachers for collecting information while 33(40.7%) respondents
are collecting information from internet. 4(4.9%) respondents are collecting
information from library collection. 1 (1.2%) student collects information from
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friends. Only 1(1.2%) respondent is following all the categories to collect
information.

e Majority of students 51(63%) are finding information to update their knowledge,
followed by 11(13.6%) students for completing assignments. 12 (14.8%) students
are finding information to prepare notes for classroom learning while 7(8.6%) are
searching information to pass the exam.

What gre the Tactors that motivate you o Tind information? |r__-|

eescsew

Chart 3: Motivating factors to find information

e Majority of students 63(77.8%) are comfortable to accept the information in both
print and electronic format. On the other hand 14(17.3%) students prefer to have
information in print format only 4 (4.9%) student are preferring e-resources.

7.5 Information Literacy skills

In this portion of the study, students are asked about knowledge in locating information
and evaluation information.

Following table shows only 25(30.9%) students come up with right option regarding
the question asked.

Table 1: Locating information-1
Variable Category Frequency | %
(N=81)
Library catalogue 25 30.9
List of all books in a library is called.... | Library newsletter 5 6.2
Library research database | 4 4.9
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Search engine 1 1.2
Don’t know 46 56.8
Total 81 100

When asked about how the students can determine that a book contains relevant
information on a particular topic, we have following responses:

e The title includes any of the words from your search 18(22.2%)
e The table of contents lists a chapter on your topic 26 (32.1%)

e The topic is listed in the index 21 (25.9%)

e The author has written books on your topic 16 (19.8%)

& The iels ncldes ang of T woe foe
@ The inlis of corfaris isfs § coaptaran
S
T Auibeer s w s binake 1

01 rasgnness

Chart 4: Locating information-2

To find all the documents on a particular topic 40(49.4%) respondents followed the
search by subject. 21(25.9%) respondents seeks the assistance of library staff.

Table 2: Locating information-3

Variable Category Frequency | %
(N=81)
By Title 13 16
To find all the | By Publisher 2 2.5
documents  on  a | By Subject 40 49.4
particular  topic
Scarch by By Author 5 6.2
Go to library staff |21 259
for help
Total 81 100
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Only 12 (14.8%) respondents comes up with the right option in response to survey
question “You have found a book that is right on your topic, which section of the book
will you consult to find other documents?”

You have found a book that is right on your topic, which section of the book will you
consult 1o find other documents on the topic?

8 mooponses

@ index

@ Bitiography

B Glossany

@ Table of Contents
B Don? Koo

Chart 5: Locating information-4

In response to the survey question “Where do you find information about the latest events
for the first time?”” 60(74.1%) students specify newspaper as the source of information for
the latest events,

Table 3: Locating information-5

Variable Category Frequency | %
(N=81)
Where do you find | Newspaper 60 74.1
information about
the latest events for Journal 6 74
the first time? Magazine 0 0
Multivolume book 3 3.7
Yearbook 12 14.8
Total 81 100

Only 18 (22.2%) respondents answered the table of contents contains the name of the
chapters of a book.
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Which part of a book contains the name of the chapters?

B responces

® index

@ Reforances

@ Table ol contants
& Giossary

B Tile page

@ Dond Enow

Chart 6: Locating information-6

To find out the meaning of a word, majority of students 56 (69.1%) specifies the
‘dictionary’ as the source.

Table 4: Locating information-7

Variable Category Frequency | %
(N=81)
To find out the | Dictionary 56 69.1
meaning of a word -
which of the Encyclopaedia 2 2.5
following documents | Manuals 3 3.7
would you use?
Handbooks 8 9.9
Don’t know 12 14.8
Total 81 100

7.6 Knowledge about subjects and disciplines

Only 10 (12.3%) respondents correctly identified the option for alternative mentions of
disciplines.
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‘Which aof the following alternatives mentions only disciplines, not subjects? ||:| '

E7 respong i

&>

Chart 7: Knowledge about disciplines

Majority of students 52(66.2%) correctly identifies the subject which belongs to social
science discipline.

Table 5: Knowledge about subjects

Variable Category | Frequency | %
(N=81)

Which one of the following subject fields | Sociology | 52 66.2

belongs to the social science discipline? Chemistry | 3 79
Bengali 11 10.3
French 0 0
Don’t 16 20.6
know

Total 81 100

7.7 ICT Skills

Only 39(48.1%) respondents have knowledge about computer. They claim to have
knowledge about Microsoft Office, E-mailing, DTP applications
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e you have knewledge of compaters?
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Chart 8: Knowledge of computers

Following chart (Chart 9) shows the survey result, whether students are consulting the
internet for finding information or not. Majority of students 72 (88.9%) are consulting the
internet, on the other had 9(11.1%) are not consulting the internet for finding the required
information.

Do you consult the intermet for finding the needed information?

871 rasponses

® Yes
B Ho

Chart 9: Internet as a source of information

Majority of students 79(97.5%) are using Google as their mostly preferred search engine.

Which sesich engines do vou use masl?

A1 ity

i Yahan
B Ginghe

il
W i Do
s

Chart 10: Mostly used search engines
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Following table (Table 6) depicts that majority of students 57(83.8%) are searching the
websites to find the information needed.

Table 6: Internet resources
Variable Category Frequency %
(N=81)
While  searching | E-resources 1 1.2
the internet which Websites 3 N
sources do you
check to find the | Search engines 1 1.2
information  you .
are looking for? Subject Gateway/Portals 3 3.7
Blogs 1 1.2
Online Bibliographical Databases | 0 0
Wikipedia 7 8.7
Total 81 100

Chart 11 shows the survey results of search strategies and using Boolean operators. Only
13 (16%) respondents correctly employed the proper search strategy.

In order to find more documents, one could include synonyms in his/her search
statement. To connect those synonyms one could use

81 regponses

@ 5ND

® ok

@ NOT

@ Don't know

Chart 11: Search Strategy
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7.8 Evaluation and use of information

Following table (Table 7) shows that the students have mixed responses regarding the use
of collected information.

Table 7: Use of Collected Information

Variable Category Frequency | %
(N=81)
Organize the information in required | 12 14.8

You have found format

the information | Use information as it is 16 19.8
on your topic,
what would be
your next step?

Evaluate the information and select the | 25 30.9
most relevant parts

Any other method 25 30.9
Have no idea 3 3.6
Total 81 100

Table 8 depicts parameters to evaluate the information. According to majority 29(35.8%)
accessibility is the parameter to evaluate the information.

Table 8: parameters to evaluate the information
Variable Category Frequency | %
(N=81)
Reliability 22 27.2
Parameters to | Authenticity 21 25.9
evaluate the "4 ccessibility 29 35.8
information
Coverage 4 4.9
Usability 4 4.9
Don’t know 1 1.2
Total 81 100
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7.9 Skill regarding Ethical issues

Table 9 shows that 17 (21%) students are considering to represent the information in their
own words quoting original author. 23 (28.4%) are to develop new concepts form the
collected information. But majority 37(45.7%) do not have knowledge to utilize the
collected information in a proper way.

Table 9: Ethical use of information

Variable Category Frequency | %
(N=81)
You find a journal | Word  from  word |4 4.9

article on a current | without quoting author
issue. You want to use

. . .. | Write in your own |17 21
this information to write . .
. i words quoting original

your assignment: you h

will use the information | 40T
Develop new concepts / | 23 28.4
ideas
Don’t know 37 45.7

Total 81 100

Chart 12 depicts the knowledge about the plagiarism issues. Only 13(16%) successfully
identified that the practice of taking someone else’s work or idea and passing them off as
one’s own is called ‘plagiarism’. Majority of respondents 40 (49.4%) don’t have the
knowledge about plagiarism.
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The practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off as one's
own is called

Chart 12: Concept about Plagiarism
8. Findings

The present study was conceived as a baseline survey aimed at assessing the level of
Information Literacy skills among the first semester students of G.M.S.M.
Mahavidyalaya. After analyzing, the survey data it can be assessed that the students do
not possess the required information literacy skills to survive in this information based
society. Most of the students are the first generation college goers and new to higher
education system. They are facing challenges of identifying, locating, searching and
synthesizing various sources of information in order to meet their information needs. This
is mainly attributable to lack of knowledge and awareness regarding the traits of
information world. Students hold only a little prior exposure to the world of information
and untrained. Moreover, the students are bewildered attributed to the over abundance of
information which is generated at a fast rate by internet and ICTs .

9. Conclusion and Recommendations

The information revolution and the resultant explosive growth of knowledge have
affected all aspects of life, be it educational, economic, social or political. In particular,
proper utilization of information can create opportunities for developing countries like us
to effectively handle problems, such as unemployment, environmental degradation and
poverty As the process of critically evaluating, understanding and using information in
the present-day context is quite daunting, information literacy skills may help students to
master content and give them the confidence to proceed with investigation and enquiry. It
makes them self-reliant and gives them a sense of being in control of their learning
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(Kavulya, 2003). In this sense, it is essential that undergraduates should acquire both
information and the skills to use it, if they are to be able to cope in a fully formed,
modern information-based society. Information literacy initiates, sustains, and extends
lifelong learning through abilities which may use technologies but are ultimately
independent of them (ACRL,2000).

To achieve the goals of imparting information literacy skills, higher educational
institutions should take into consideration the following recommendations:

e Higher educational institutions should make space for the inclusion of formal
information literacy training programmes in the curriculum to acquaint the
students with the traits and trends of information literacy.

e Standard must be maintained while designing ‘Information Literacy Programmes’

e Infrastructure must be developed to provide maximum exposure to the innovative
ICTs.

e Students should be provided with proper instructions regarding ‘copyright’,
‘plagiarism’, ‘fair use’ policies.

e The institutional library must take innovative and effective initiatives to promote
information literacy among students.

e Formal training programmes must be organized on a regular basis and assessments
of information literacy skills of the students should be mandatory to monitor their
progress rate.

e [Last but not the least, librarians and information professionals should come to
forefront to impart necessary training and awareness programmes in their
institutions.
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ABSTRACT

The NEP 2020 will bring a tremendous change in the education system of India. It is a step
taken by central government to reform our existing education system. It emphasizes on
imparting high equality of education to the students based on its major principles are access,
equality, quality, affordability and accountability. The prime objective of this policy is to
make good human beings with rational thinking empathy, courage, resilience, scientific
temper, creativity, logics ethical values and innovative mindsets. It divides our education
system into four stages- fundamental stages, prosperity stage, middle stage and secondary
stage. With the purpose of all round development of students. It aims to make educational
system accessible universally from primary level to secondary level along with a special
focus on mother language up to grade 5 and gives flexibility to other language.

KEY WORDS

National Education Policy 2020, Higher Education, Holistic & Multidisciplinary Education,
Teacher Education, Access, Equality, Quality, Affordability, Accountability

INTRODUCTION

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, introduced by the government of India, aimed to
bring transformative changes the education system. While it presents several ambitious goals
also it proposes some positive changes. It was approved the challenges and gaps in existing
education system while promoting holistic development and learning outcomes. The aim of
this policy to make education more holistic, flexible and skill oriented, with an emphasis on
critical thinking and creativity. Its implementation requires collaborative efforts from the
central and state governments, education institutions, teachers and other stakeholders
involved in the education sector in India. Another goal of NEP 2020 is to give everybody the
access to a decent education, which align with sustainable development goal (SDG 4) of
Agenda 2030. It’s also emphasizing teaching in the mother tongue in public and private
primary schools. The main challenges faced by the Indian higher education system includes
enforced separation of qualifications, early specialization and student streaming into
restricted research areas, less focus on research at most universities and schools, and lack of
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competitive peer-reviewed academic research funding and large affiliated universities leading
to low levels of undergraduate education.

HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF EDUCATION POLICES OF INDIA

The evolution of education in India has been a complex and dynamic process that has
evolved over several decades. During the British colonial rule in India (Early 19" century-
1947), education policy initially aimed at producing a class of Indians who could serve as
intermediaries between the British rulers and the local people. The Charter Act of 1813
marked the beginning of government intervention in education in India. The establishment of
universities, schools and colleges, along with the introduction of English as the medium of
instruction, characterized this period. India has undergone significant changes since the
country gained independence in 1947.

In post-independence era (1947-1968), Indian government recognized the importance of
education for national development and adopted a socialist approach to education policy. The
India Government has founded several commissions in this period i.e., the University
Education Commission (1948-1949), the Secondary Education Commission (1952-1953),
Kothari Commission (1964—1966), and the University Grants Commission (November 1956);
to prepare the proposals to modernize the education system of India. On the base of report
and recommendation of Kothari Commission (1964 —1966), at that time Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi declared the first National policy on Education (1968) which was formulated
aiming to promote equality, social justice and secularism in education.

During the period 1968-1986, there was a notable expansion of education institution,
particularly at the primary and secondary levels. The government introduced several
programmes to enhance access to education, such as National Policy on Education (1986)
established by the former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi which aim was to achieve “Education
for All” and emphasized the need for a common education system. This education policy was
a significant milestone in shaping the education system in India. While subsequent policies
and reforms have been introduced since then, the principles and goals outlined in Education
Policy 1986 continue to guide the development of education in country.

In 1990s economic liberalization shifts the focus towards the quality improvement and skill
development. In 1994 the District Primary Education Programme (DPEP) was established to
provide universal primary education. In 2000 the National Curriculum Framework (NCF)
was revised to promote a child-centred approach and holistic learning. In 2001 Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan (SSA) program launched. Its aim was to achieve universal elementary education. In
the year 2008, the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) was established, aimed
to enhance vocational education and training.

In recent years, education policy in India has continued to evolve. In 2009, a revolutionary
step taken by government to introduced the Right to Education (RTE) Act, which is
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mandatory free and compulsory education for children aged 6-14. The emphasis has shifted
towards improving the quality of education, bridging the urban- rural divide, and addressing
issues such as gender disparity, inclusive education and skill development.

Now in 2020, the National Education Policy has given emphasis to transform the education
system by highlighting holistic and multidisciplinary learning, flexibility in curriculum and
technology integration. The significant change is in pedagogical structure from a 10 +2 + 3

system to a 5 + 3 + 3 + 4 system. The is an effort to optimizes learning based on the cognitive
development of children. On July 29, 2020, the cabinet (senate) approved a NEP intending to
introduce numerous changes to the prevailing education system of India. Appropriate and

liberal, the NEP 2020 scripts a significant advance in our education system (Kaurav, R.P.S.,
et al.2020).

KEY FEATURES OF NEP 2020

The concern for improvement of education has been at the top of India's development
(Saxena and Anu, 2019). The New Education Policy seeks to positively upgrades the present
education system. It is bundled with some very innovative and contemporary proposals. The
policy foresees a model of all-inclusive learning that is immersive, consistent and appealing
(Rani, R., 2022).
The main features of the National Education Policy 2020 are as follows:

» Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE):

The policy focuses the importance of early childhood care and education for children
aged 3 to 6 years.

» School Education:

The new policy proposed the new structure for school education by divided into four
stages such as, fundamental stage (ages 3 to 8), preparatory stage (ages 8 to 11),
middle stage (ages 11 to 14), secondary stages (ages 14 to 18).

» Multidisciplinary Education and Flexibility:

NEP 2020 encourages a multidisciplinary approach to education, integrating various
subject, skills and knowledge. Its also promote critical thinking, creativity, problem
solving abilities among student.

» Assessment Reforms:

It promotes regular formative assessments, tracking student attendance, progress and
reducing the pressure of board examination. It emphasizes a 360-degree holistic
progress card for student. The main focus of NEP 2020 is to shift from a traditional
rote based learning approach to competency-based approach.
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Teacher Education and Professional Development:

Policy focuses the importance of high-quality teacher training and continuous
professional development that’s tend to enhance the quality and effectiveness of

teacher by various initiatives such as establishment of National Mission for
Monitoring.

Technology Integrity:

It encourages to use of digital and online resources, e learning platforms and virtual
labs to enhance the teaching learning process.

Promotion of Indian Language:

The policy promotes the mother language or local language as the medium of
instruction until at least Grade 5, while also proficiency in regional languages, Hindi
and English. The main aim to perverse and promote Indian languages literature and
cultural diversity.

Equity and Inclusion:

This policy highlights on promoting equity and inclusion, ensuring that all students
have equal access to quality education without begin considered their socio-economic
background, gender, or physical abilities.

Higher Education Reforms:

The NEP suggests several reforms in higher education, such as the establishment of a
single regulatory body, enlighten the interest on research and innovation, integration
of vocational education, flexibility in course selection and an increased focus on
multidisciplinary studies.

Financial Support and Implementation:

The NEP 2020 emphasizes the need for increased public investment in education and
suggests measures to enhancing funding for education. It also draws a special
attention on the importance of effective implementation through various institutional
and governance reforms.

A COMPARATIVE STUDY BETWEEN NEP 1986 AND NEP 2020

The National Policy on Education (NEP) 1986 and the National Education Policy
(NEP) of 2020 are two significant educational policies in India that outline the vision
and framework for development of education in the country. There are just a few key
points of comparison between NEP 1986 and NEP 2020 as follows:
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Table 1: Comparison of NEP 1986 & NEP 2020

Parameters

NEP 1986

NEP 2020

o Vision and
objectives

Primary focus was on
achieving national
integration, promoting
social and economic
equality and providing
access to education for
all.

Vision was to transform the
Indian education system to
foster critical thinking,
creativity and a
multidisciplinary approach,
enabling holistic
development of students.

e Structure and
stages of education

It proposed at 10+2
structures, comprising
10years of general
education (5+3+2)

It proposed a 5+3+3+4
structure, dividing the year of
schooling into foundational
(age 3-8), preparatory (ages
8-11), middle (ages11- 14)
and secondary (ages 14-18)

o  Medium of
Instruction

It emphasized mother
language or regional
language as the medium
of instruction at the
primary level, while
giving flexibility for
multilingualism.

It reiterated the importance of
the mother or local language
as the medium of instruction
in early years of schooling,
up to at least grade 5, while
providing flexibility for other
languages.

Curriculum and
pedagogy

It recommended a
uniform national
curriculum framework
with a focus on essential
subjects, and promoted a
learner centred and
activity-based pedagogy.

It aimed to reduce curriculum
content to core essentials,
promote integrated and
multidisciplinary learning,
and emphasize experimental
and competency-based

pedagogy.

Assessment and
examination

It emphasized a
continuous and
comprehensive
evaluation system to
assess student’s
progress, with a focus
on reducing the
emphasis on external
examinations

It advocated for a shift from
rote learning to a
competency-based
assessment system, with a
reduction in board exams and
the introduction of
multidimensional student
progress tracking.

74




e Higher education
and research

It recognized the need
for expansion, equity,
and quality
improvement in higher
education, and
recommended the
establishment of
autonomous institutions
and research centres.

It proposed several reforms in
higher education, including
the establishment of a single
regulatory authority,
increased focus on research
and innovation and the
promotion of
multidisciplinary education.

e Technology
integration

It acknowledged the
potential to technology
in education and
recommended its
integration at various
levels, although the
specifies were limited.

It emphasized the use of
technology for teaching,
learning and assessment and
envisioned the creation of
digital infrastructure and
outline resources.

o Teacher education

It emphasized the need
for teacher education
programs, professional
development and
improvement in the
status of teachers.

It proposes comprehensive
reforms in teacher education,
including 4 years integrated
B.Ed. program, continuous
professional development,
and enhanced focus on
teacher quality and
competencies.

CRITICAL REVIEW OF NEP 2020

One of the significant strengths of NEP 2020 is its emphasis on holistic and multidisciplinary
education. The policy acknowledges the importance of well-rounded education that goes
beyond mere academic learning and includes vocational training, sports arts and other co-
curricular activities. This approach promotes the development of critical thinking, creativity
and problem-solving skills among students which are crucial of their overall growth and
future success.

The NEP 2020 also recognized the need for a flexible and learner centric education system. It
advocates for a shift from rote memorization and examination-based assessment to
competency-based learning, which focuses on practical application of knowledge. This
change has to potential to reduce stress level among students and encourage a deeper
understanding of concepts.

Another positive aspect of the policy is its emphasis on early childhood education and care.
Recognizing that the foundation of a child’s development is laid during the early years, the
NEP 2020 proposes the establishment of a strong early childhood education system. This can
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lead to improved cognitive, emotional and social development in children, setting them up for
success in late-stage education.

However, the NEP 2020 also has some shortcomings and challenges that need to be
addressed. One of the key concerns is the implementation to the policy. While the vision and
objectives outlined in NEP 2020 are commendable, the success of the policy depends heavily
on effective implementation at the ground level. Adequate funding, infrastructure and trained
teachers are essential for realizing the goals of the policy, and their availability and
accessibility remain significant challenges in many parts of the country.

Another critical aspect to consider is the potential impact of the policy on marginalized and
disadvantaged communities. While the NEP 2020 aims to promote inclusivity and equitable
access to education, there is a need for targeted effort to address the existing socio-economic
disparities. Ensuring that all sections of society, including rural areas and underprivileged
communities, have equal opportunities and resources for quality education should be a
priority.

Furthermore, the NEP 2020 places significant importance on the use of technology in
education. While technology can be a powerful tool for enhancing learning experience and
access to information, there is a risk of exacerbating the digital divide. Not all students have
equal access to technology and the internet, which could create further inequities in
education. Addressing this divide and ensuring equal access to digital resources in crucial for
the successful implementation of the policy.

CONCLISON

This policy will achieve its goal by 2030 as it focus all round development of students from
primary to secondary level. It will make India a global knowledge super power. It will help to
grow employment in India and bring fundamental changes in our traditional educational
system. Here more focus is given on practical learning than theoretical learning and every
student will get quality teaching no makes caste, gender or any disability. There will no
boundation in choosing any stream or subject to study. This policy will be able to remove all
the drawbacks in our traditional educational system.
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